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[Abstract] Objective:To evaluate the method and its preliminary results of radioactive seeds implantation
brachytherapy on spinal tumors.Method: Thirteen cases with spinal tumors which obtained definite diagnoses
by CT-guided biopsy and were sensitive to radiotherapy underwent "I seeds implantation from October 2002
to May 2004.The numbers and distribution of the implanted seeds were calculated by the computer system
before operation.Two cases underwent the implantation during operation by the guidance of C—arm fluoroscopy
and the other 11 cases by the guidance of CT.Result:The effects were observed 4~11 days after the implan-
tation.9 cases had complete pain relief(VAS scores <20mm),4 cases had partial pain relief(VAS scores were
between 20~40mm).The curative effect lasted 3~19 months.The time of follow—up averaged 25 months.The tu-
mor growth was restrained in 3 cases.Two cases died of hepatic failure at 3st and 9st months respectively af-
ter implantation.One case died of lung metastasis 6 months later.One case died of multiple organs failure
(MOF) 16 months later.The other 9 cases were alive at the final follow—up.No complications occurred during
the implantation,and no radioactive myelopathy were observed during the course of follow—up.Conclusion:Ra-
dioactive seeds brachytherapy for the treatment of the spinal tumors is a good alternative for patients who are
not suitable for operation while sensitive to radiotherapy.lt can restrain the growth of tumor,relieve pain,im-
prove life quality and reduce complications.It is a new method for treating terminal spinal tumors.
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