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[Abstract] Objective:To propose a new surgical strategy based on prognosis scoring system for the treatment
of patients with spinal metastases.Method : Forty—one patients with spinal metastases who had been treated and
followed up from 1994 to 2001 were reviewed.Result:In 30 cases,the primary site was found,while it was not
found in the other 11 cases.36 patients died and 5 were alive,the mean survival time was 11.3 months.The
survival time and Tomita score had an exponent relation.In those cases having conservative treatment,there
was little change in pain relief or neurologic deficit.However those patients with surgical intervention had
significant pain relief and neurologic improvement.Conclusion:The prognostic scoring system can provide
appropriate guideline for the treatment.Total spondylectomy is effective for solitary spinal metastasis with low
graded malignancy of the primary tumor.
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